
Dear Students, 
We welcome you to the new 
year of 2012 and we hope 
that you started the year 
refreshed and ready to take 
on the new year with energy 
and the drive to succeed.  
Like a swift-moving locomo-
tive, Richard Varha surged 
through the first term on well 
greased rails. Although the 
road started off an a bumpy 
ride, en route was a multiplic-
ity of events, occasions and 
tests that were completed. 
This was just the beginning as 
it is the marks and results of 
academic work which remain 
on board until the 2012 jour-
ney checks in at the terminus 
in the first week of Decem-
ber.   
Learners are encouraged to 
start engaging in their school 
work and activities now while 
the year begins. Commitment 
and dedication should be the 
main focus point to avoid a 
situation where learners. 
This is the first edition of the 

termly newsletter for the 
year. We hope you find it 
both informative, interesting 
and exciting. 

Editorial 

From the Principal’s Desk 
The year 2012 started with high 
morale as the school has managed 
to achieve a pass rate of 86.7% It 
is also a pleasure to inform the 
public that our school has intro-
duced a new stream of studies 
(i.e. Technical/ Engineering). The 
workshops for the four new sub-
jects, Civil Technology, Mechani-
cal Technology, Electrical Tech-
nology and Engineering Graphics 
and Designing, are under con-
struction. I call upon members of 

the community to send their 
children in hundreds; so as to 
ensure these facilities are utilised 
by the majority of learners as 
from 2013. 
I further wish to wish all learners 
a good start in this year; and I 
trust that more good things will 
happen this year. Let us all roll up 
our sleeves and be ready to 
work, the country is waiting for 
us. 
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Dates to Diarise 

• 10 Apr 2012 - School 
Reopens (Term 2 begins) 

• 12 Apr 2012 - Sports 
Matches : Richard Varha vs 
Archie Velile (Friendly) 

• 14 April 2012 - Sports 
Maches : Richard Varha vs 
Port Alfred (Away) 

• 21/28 Apr 2012 - Sports 
Matches : Richard Varha vs 
Fundani (Cathcart) (Away) 

• 5 May 2012 - Sports 
Matches : Richard Varha vs 
Cofimvaba (Home) 

• 22 June 2012 - School 
Closes (Term 2 Ends) 

S. Mqalo 

Z.H. Sinuka 



Valentine’s Day was celebrated this year 
on Tuesday 14 February 2012. As a fund-
raiser, students were asked to dress in 
Red and White and pay an amount of R2.  
A valentine’s bash was also done after 
school where there was music, dancing 
and other fun activities. 

 

 

The RCL is the most prestigious body on 
the school. It consists of learners from 
the school who are elected through a 
democratic process by their fellow learn-
ers. 
The RCL represents all the learners of 
Richard Varha High School with the aim 
of building unity among learners by orga-
nizing programmes, campaigns and 
events for these learners.  
The RCL also works together with thhe 
School Governing Body (SGB) to ad-
dress the needs of all the learners in the 
school. 
They sustain transparency and communi-
cation by regularly reporting back to the 
schooh and offering opportunities for 
feedback from the suggestions of the 
learners and the school governance. 
RCL represantatives gain valuable leader-
ship and communication skills. 

 

The RCL of Richard Varha for 2012 is: 

President : Sinaye Ngubo (12C) 

Vice-President : Joel Ngwenya (12D) 

Treasurer : Sphokuhle Peter (11C) 

Secretary : Sandisiwe Tshona (10A) 

Assistant Secretary : Pumeza Pokolo (12B) 

Sports Organiser : Akhona Tikolo (12A) 

Academic Representative : Ntlelo Mtotoba (10C) 

Events Organiser : Samkelo Matroos (12D) 

Additional Member : Cebiso Tyobeka (12B) 
Sinaye Ngubo, Sandisiwe Tshona and Ntlelo Mtotoba 
will also represent the learners in the School Gov-
erning Body (SGB) 

The National Science Olympiad 
also offers a chance to win over 30 
prizes which include a trip to the 
London International Youth Science 
Forum and the Australian interna-
tional Youth Science Forum. 

The National Science Olympiad was 
written on 1 March 2012. The Na-
tional Science Olympiad is organised 
by the South African Agency for Sci-
ence and Technology Advancement 
(SAASTA). About 40 Grade 10-12 
learners wrote the Olympiad, choos-
ing between writing Physical Science 
and Life Sciences.  
The top 100 learners in this Olympiad 
are invited to participate in Science 
Focus Week, which includes lectures, 
excursions and other events. 

Valentine’s Day 

Representative Council of Learners (RCL) 

Science Olympiad 

RICHARD VARHA SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 

The RCL with Mrs Dyosi 
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Educational and career links 
The study of mechanical technology builds 
on the systems, controls, structures and 
processes found in the technology learn-
ing area in the General Education and 
training band. It serves to further develop 
the learners knowledge and understanding 
of levers, pulleys, gears and mechanisms. 
Learners are also exposed to the use and 
application of mechanical advantage, de-
signs and structures as applied in design to 
promote safety and efficiency. Mechanical 
Technology is designed to promote learn-
ers with a sound base that integrates 
technical and practical competencies. 
 
 
 

Study at Higher Education and Training 
institutions 
Mechanical Technology provides a sound 
foundation for further studies in the Mechnical 
Engineering field such as: 

• Design and maintenance. 

• Production and project engineers. 
Metallurgical engineers, lecturer, Teacher pr 
Researcher. 
 
Study at Further Education and Training 
institutions 
Engineering draughting 
 
World of work  

• Automotive mechanic 

• Automotive body repair 

The following generic concepts are em-
braced in Mechanical Technology: 

• Safety and medical emergencies. 

• Effective communication techniques 
and customer relations. 

• Computer applications. 

• Machines and applications thereof. 

• Measuring instruments. 

• Hand and workshop skills. 

• Tools and equipment 

• Manufacturing processes 
Relevant scientific principles 
(Mathematical and Physical) 
 
 

Construction workers, bricks, trucks 
are the new order of the day. Richard 
Varha is currently building a new sec-
tion, the Technical/ Engineering side of 
the school. 
The building of this new section will 
see the introduction of a new Techni-
cal/ Engineering phase of the school. In 
addition to the usual subjects taught at 
school, learners will now be able to 
take Mechanical Technology, Electrical 
Technology, Civil Technology and 
Engineering Graphics and Design as 
part of their National Senior Certifi-
cate subjects. 
The building is currently under way 
and should be completed by mid-
August this year. 

Educational and career links: 
Electrical Technology provides a sound 
foundation for further studies in the 
Electrical Engineering field: 
 
Study at Higher Education and 
Training institutions 

• Mathematical, physical, electrical and 
electronic principles. 

• Engineering and technology problem 
solving. 

• Basic design and graphics. 

• The concepts of electrical, elec-
tronic and logic systems. 

• Effective technical, supervisory and 
general management principles. 

Electrical Technology is organized to in-
clude : 

• Technology processes. 

• Safety and health. 

• Tooling and instrumentation. 

• Generation and application of AC and 
DC currents. 

• Protective and switching devices. 

• Electronic and logic systems. 

• Analogue systems 

• S.A.B.S code of practice and ISO stan-
dards. 
I.E.C. symbols and S.I units. 
 
 

• Language presentation skills including termi-
nology, style, structure and graphic support. 
knowledge of codes, practice and legislation. 
 
Study at Further Education and training 
institutions 

• Electrical engineer 

• Electronic engineer. 

• Electrical draughtsman. 

• Electrical or electronic technician. 

• Electrical or electronic technologist. 
 
World of work  

• Electrician 

• Auto-electrician 

What is Mechanical Technology? 

New Addition to The School 

What is Electrical Technology? 

Construction at the new technical block 
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New Addition to the School—Technical Section 

RICHARD VARHA SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Page 4 

Costruction at the new technical site 

Grade 10 Engineering Graphics and Design Learners 

Grade 10 Engineering Graphics and Design Learners 



The SCO is the Students’ Christian Or-
ganisation. They meet twice a week to 
share the word of God and also do 
praise and worship. The SCO also leads 
the morning school prayer services. 

The 2012 SCO Committee is: 

♦ Banele Yose 

♦ Xoliseka Blou 

♦ Anathi Bobie 

♦ Sesona Mvoto 

♦ Agcobile Wellman 

♦ Ntuthuko Mbele 

♦ Simamkele Madolo 

 
“If God is for us, who can be against us” 
Romans 8:31 

On Tuesday, 28 February 2012 the school was graced with visitors from the University of Fort 
Hare. 

These visitors were doing science expo and launching their Science High School Campaign.  
During this expo, Science learners from Grade 10-12 were shown experiments, taught about 
science concepts and interacted on various  topics within the science world. 
This Expo was very informative and we thank Mrs Thomas and the Science Department for 
organizing it 

Students Christian Organisation (SCO) 

Science Expo 

RICHARD VARHA SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL 
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The SCO  leads the Morning Prayer Service 
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I was born cool but global warming 
made me hot 

Whoever invented milk; I just want to 
know what he/she was doing to the 
cow 

I think I might be the reason for 
global warming because I’m hot 

 

Life is the true adventure 

It has no awareness of merit or demerit 

It has no scale 

Sometimes life is like a river 

It ends unexpectedly 

It has hardships and pleasures 
Sometimes life is stronger than a man’s convic-
tions 

Sometimes life is weak like drops of rain 

Sometimes it swallows you like a starved snake 

You have to fight to succeed life 
Explode like a magma erupt out of the earth-
crust 

Falling and waking up like a crawling baby 

Life is like a way;  

Easy to begin but hard to end 

Life is like a gift 

Easy to give but hard to take back 

Life is pleasant 

Life is like itself 

 
I thought a thought but the thought I thought 
wasn’t the thought I thought I thought 

When I was born I was so surprised 
that I didn’t talk for a year and a half. 

They invented winter just to annoy 
me 

Poems & Jokes 

A doctor doctors a doctor the way a doctor wants to 
be doctored by the other doctors 
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Life 

 

By: Xolelwa Dyantyi (Grade 12B) 

By: Sirtwo Pourngourshare 

By: Thabisa Mgwaki 

What others think of you is none of 
your business 

By: Linda Jonas 

 

www.richardvarhahig
hschool.com 


